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Students will learn about the following:
1) The International Code of Signals (ICS); 
2) Why universal communication on the high seas is important; and 
3) How the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) supports safe and efficient 
maritime operations.

What will we do?
Students will participate in two activities during the virtual presentation. Following a 
brief overview of the International Code of Signals and the U.S. IOOS Program, 
students will:

1) Practice decoding a word given to them in International Code of Signals format. 
They will use the ICS guide provided to determine each of the five letters. They 
will then unscramble the letters to determine the word (answer: Shark). 

In the teacher packet, you were provided with the 4x4” ICS symbols for the word 
“shark” on cardstock. This is intended to help you share the lesson with your online 
students, if you have any. You are also provided  with images to print more copies of 
the ICS guide and word (four “shark” words per page, organized vertically and to be 
cut into individual strips). See slides 3 and 4 below. 

2) Class banner: Students will need up to four crayons, depending on the ICS symbol 
they are assigned (red, yellow, blue and black) and a 6x6” square of white cardstock 
with two holes punched at the top. See slide 5 for template.

For the activity, the kids will come up with a saying for their class banner. Whatever 
they choose needs to have the same number of letters and/or numbers as the 
number of students (and teacher, if desired) in the class (ie, they each make one 
symbol for the banner).  For example, a Mt. Vernon Elementary class of 20 students 
might write “Mt. Vernon Unicorns 2020” using ICS symbols. String is provided so you 
can hang the banner. 

Sidebar thought: If you want to make your online students feel connected to their 
classmates, you can include them in the message you create and have them mail in 
their symbol. They will likely be excited to see it in the classroom when they are 
online.

 





Students will decode the symbols and unscramble the letters to spell “Shark”



6x6” Square Template for Banner



Thank you for joining us!

Questions or comments?

•GCOOS:
• Chris Simoniello, PhD: Chris.Simoniello@gcoos.org
• Grant Craig, Grant.Craig@gcoos.org

https://gcoos.org/

• SECOORA:
• Abbey Wakely, Abbey@secoora.org

https://secoora.org/
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