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My job is to help protect 
threatened and endangered 
species by working with other 
federal agencies (for example, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers).
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What do “threatened” and 
“endangered” mean?

• A threatened species is one that is likely to become 
endangered in the future.

• An endangered species means it is illegal to "take" 
that species.  We define “take” as harass, harm, 
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, collect, 
or attempt to do any of these things to the 
endangered species.



4

The Endangered Species Act 

The Endangered Species Act requires federal 
agencies to contact NOAA (my office) if they are 
planning an activity that might have an affect on 
threatened and endangered species.
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Examples of Endangered Species

Sea turtle hatchlings
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Threats to Sea Turtles

Plastic pollution
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Threats to Sea Turtles

A loggerhead turtle escaping from a TED
Photo credit: Dan Foster
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Examples of Endangered Species

Smalltooth sawfish

Rostrum



9

Where do smalltooth sawfish live?

Smalltooth sawfish currently live in Florida, 
but their primary habitat is on the west coast 
of Florida in 2 areas – one is Charlotte 
Harbor and the other is the Florida 
Everglades.
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Threats to Smalltooth Sawfish

Destruction of Mangrove Habitat
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Threats to Smalltooth Sawfish

Monofilament fishing line

Fishing 
line
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One of our threatened species

Elkhorn Coral

My husband
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Threats to Coral Reefs

Anchor damage Coral disease
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Species Recently Added to the 
Endangered Species List

Giant Manta Ray Oceanic Whitetip Shark
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Species Recently Added to the 
Endangered Species List

Fun fact: Bryde’s whales have baleen (no teeth) and can dive to 
depths of 900 feet!
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Endangered Species that are 
captured at the St. Lucie power plant

Olive ridley sea turtle

Smalltooth sawfish
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What happens to the endangered 
animals that are captured at the power 
plant?

Satellite Tag
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Fisher Island Ferry

Photo by Timothy Wildey
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Massive star coral will have to be 
moved in order to save it

https://coralpedia.bio.warwick.ac.uk/en/corals/montastraea_faveolata
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Questions?

My daughter and my husband in the 
Bahamas
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